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full, and in a few minutes was a jam of Cabinet Minis-
ters, judges, foreign representatives, and a multitude who
had smuggled themselves in under Seward's disarrange-
ment.

After exchanging compliments with the President and
his family and other officials and friends, we left and, from
meridian until past 4 P.M., received calls. It is a tedious,
wearisome time to remain so long standing, interchanging
civilities, and yet is submitted to with pleasure, I believe,
by most persons. Except as a matter of duty, I should pre-
fer to be excused. But few ladies called, the weather was
so inclement. Men of all parties and stations in life came,
were courteous, and seemed gratified. It is our last official
New Year's reception, and I so spoke of it freely.

January 2, Saturday. The weather is still unpleasant.
Made a short business call on the President, He says
General B. F. Butler called on htm yesterday; Butler also
called on me and I believe most of the Cabinet. It was
impudent and vulgar to intrude himself on the President,
the man whom he had vilified, slandered, and abused,
for the President could not, if so disposed, treat him as he
deserved. Butler undertakes to discriminate between the
man and the President; says he has no controversy or differ-
ence with Andrew Johnson, and the Senate, wiser than
himself, have acquitted the President of official misconduct
with which Butler and his co-conspirators deliberately and
maliciously charged him. The President, while conversing
freely on Butler's call, was careful to express no opinion
as to its propriety or otherwise. He says the visit was
entirely unexpected, and was prompted as much by the
absence of Grant as a desire to be courteous to him.

In running away to Philadelphia at this time in order
to avoid the interchange of civilities customary among of-
ficials at this season, in restraining his children from the juv-,
enile gathering on Tuesday evening, and in shunning and
shrinking from the President, his family, and others, Grant
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